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● Structural shifts or turns in the plot  
● A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before  
● Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs.  
● Events you find surprising or confusing  
● Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting  

 
°ÃžŔ˘ĉĦ˘°ĆĉàĆ˘¶Ĭš˘�ÃĦ˘�êŔŋĬĦæ˘ŜĬ˘ŜĆê˘�êŽŜʩ 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to 
remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed.  You can write as much 
as you want for each entry. The sentence starters are just ideas. Please use sentence variety 
and vary the beginning  and structure of your sentences, and please use the analysis 
section of your dialectical journal chart to really dig deeper into the text.  

˙
● ʹ�ĬĦĦêàŜĉĬĦʺ �̆This reminds me of another specific incident (text-to-self, 

text-to-world, text-to-text) when...  
● I�˘ĉĦÿêŎʶàĬĦàğšæê� that … because… 
● Based on this line, I predict… (expound)  
● I am �àĬĦÿšŔêæ� here because …  
● These words/actions reveal _____ about the �àĆÃŎÃàŜêŎ� because...  
● This line reinforces the�˘ŜĆêĥê� of … (explain)  
● The author’s �ŜĬĦêʶÃŜŜĉŜšæê� (specify) is revealed when… 
● The author’s�˘ÿĉĀšŎÃŜĉŷê˘ğÃĦĀšÃĀê� (metaphor, simile, symbolism, etc. )  
● The author’s use of �ĉĥÃĀêŎž� …  
● These �æêŜÃĉğŔ� show/reveal ... (explain)  
● The author’s use of �æĉàŜĉĬĦ� (word choice) demonstrates... 
● The �ŔžĦŜÃŽ� (sentence structure and length) here (serves what purpose?)... 
● The purpose of the (repetition, simile, allusion, statistic, etc. ) is to … 
● This reveals the �ŜĆêĥê� of _____ because… 

 
�ÃŔĉà˘�êŔŋĬĦŔêŔʩ˙˙

● Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  
● Give you a personal reactions to the passage 
● Discuss words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 
● Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  
● Write about what it makes you think or feel  
● Agree or disagree with a character or the author  

 
BĉĀĆêŎ˘ğêŷêğ˘�êŔŋĬĦŔêŔʩ˙˙

● Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery)  
● Make connections between different characters or events in the text  
● Make connections to a different text, film, song, etc.  
● Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s), but on a 

deeper level  
● Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
BĬŸ˘¶ĬšŎ˘#ĉÃğêàŜĉàÃğ˘TĬšŎĦÃğŔ˘°ĉğğ˘�ê˘<ŎÃæêæʩ˘�šßŎĉà˙
˙
˙ �˙ �˙ �˙ #˙

�šĬŜÃŜĉĬĦŔ˙
ÃĦæ˘�ğĬŜ˙
#êŜÃĉğŔ˙˙

#êŜÃĉğêæʨ˙
ĥêÃĦĉĦĀÿšğ˙

XêŔŔ˘æêŜÃĉğêæ˙
ßšŜ˘ŔŜĉğğ˘ĀĬĬæ˙˙

;êŸ˘ĀĬĬæ˙
æêŜÃĉğŔ˙

BÃŎæğž˘ÃĦž˙
ĀĬĬæ˘æêŜÃĉğŔ˙˙

EĦŜêŎŋŎêŜÃŜĉĬĦ˙˙ �ĆĬšĀĆŜÿšğʨ˙
ÃŷĬĉæŔ˘àğĉàĆêŔ˙˙

EĦŜêğğĉĀêĦŜʨ˙
æĉŔàšŔŔêŔ˙
ŜĆêĥê˙

¯ÃĀšêʨ˙
šĦŔšŋŋĬŎŜêæʨ˙
ŋğĬŜ˘ŔšĥĥÃŎž˙

�ğĬŜ˙
ŔšĥĥÃŎĉêŔ˙
ÃĦæ˙
ŋÃŎÃŋĆŎÃŔêŔ˙

XĉŜêŎÃŎž˙
'ğêĥêĦŜŔ˙

#ĉŔàšŔŔêŔ˙
æĉàŜĉĬĦʨ˙
ĉĥÃĀêŎžʨ˙
ŔžĦŜÃŽʨ˘êŜàʧ˙
ÃĦæ˘ĆĬŸ˘ŜĆêŔê˙
àĬĦŜŎĉßšŜê˘ŜĬ˙
ĥêÃĦĉĦĀ˙˙

EĦàğšæêŔ˘ŜĆêĥ˙
ßšŜ˘æĬêŔĦˌŜ˙
êŽŋğÃĉĦ˘ĆĬŸ˙
ŜĆêž˙
àĬĦŜŎĉßšŜê˘ŜĬ˙
ĥêÃĦĉĦĀ˙

XĉŔŜŔ˘ğĉŜêŎÃŎž˙
êğêĥêĦŜŔ˘ßšŜ˙
ğĉŜŜğê˙
æĉŔàšŔŔĉĬĦ˘Ĭÿ˙
ĥêÃĦĉĦĀ˙

;êŸ˘ğĉŜêŎÃŎž˙
êğêĥêĦŜŔʨ˙
ÃğĥĬŔŜ˘ĦĬ˙
æĉŔàšŔŔĉĬĦ˘Ĭÿ˙
ĥêÃĦĉĦĀʧ˙˙


